LETTER FROM COURT

officers as Ueutennant Colonels Lawrence and Draper. And It is with the
greatest satisfaction we observe from the advices and accounts received from
thence by the way of Bombay, since writing the above, that as far as they
relate [?f affairs, our apprehensions had been well grounded in that the
enemy's schemes had been defeated with great bravery and that the supply
of men from our China ships had enabled their troops to take the field.
38.   It gives us great pleasure to observe that the good terms you were
upon with the Nabob and the profound peace in Bengal has afforded you an
opportunity of making a diversion by an expedition to Golcondah.   We flatter
ourselves it has proved a seasonable and successful one and be the means not
only of lessening the influence and power of the French in those parts but
greatly distressing them, especially as the country powers seem with good
reason to be heartily tired of their conduct and behaviour.   The only thing
that gives us any concern is the defenceless condition our settlements in Bengal
were in on the departure of the troops.   But as we make no doubt this point
was maturely considered, we hope your care has prevented any ill consequences
resulting therefrom.
39.   Although by the loss of the Grantham packet we are deprived of the
proceedings and sentiments in consultation of the President and Council of
Fort St. George upon Mr. Robert Orme's conduct, we have had sufficient infor-
mation to convince us that it has been extremely bad.   We are acquainted
instead of coming forward for England from the Cape he proceeds to the
French  Islands  on  board  one of their   ships.   What his  name [sic]   and
designs  may be in  this   step we  are  at  a  loss  to  guess,  but  upon  the
whole we are satisfied he is a very unfit person to continue in India.   If,
therefore, he should come to Bengal or any where within your jurisdiction,
you are hereby positively ordered to send him to England by the first con-
veyance and signify these our orders to the other Presidencies for their strict
compliance therewith.
40.   Observing that so many gentlemen of superior stations on your estab-
lishment have resigned our service, and that others are preparing to leave it,
we have thought it expedient to engage some persons well experienced in
business in some measure to supply that defect and have accordingly appointed
them factors to be ranked under our Presidency at Fort 'William in  the
following order, viz.,
John Read /Peter Downes/ James Philip Lyon / Walton Stevens / Francis
Hare /Joseph Jey Kell/John Wood /Henry Hall /William Boddle and
ML Bolts.
And we do appoint them to take their station on the list next under
Mr.~ Thomas French and that such their rank be constantly observed by their
being at no time hereafter superseeded by any one who does now or shall stand
fedow tfeem without our express directions in that behalf.
41.   Mesars Read, Lyon, Wood, Hall and Bolts will proceed on the ships
of this season and as the others are in India the covenants to be executed by
B wiH be transmitted in the packets by the ships consigned to Bengal.
42,   We have also entertained Mr. Henry Huchinson, Gideon Ferrand/
iam Rmiad, Benjamia Askwood, William Lambert, Marmaduke Coffias?